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General Information 
What is Safari Tech Books Online?
Safari Tech Books Online is the premier electronic reference library for programming and IT 
students and professionals. It provides access to the electronic versions of a broad range of 
technical books from leading publishers. Unlike an online bookstore, with Safari Tech Books 
Online you can search the electronic versions a broad range of the best tech books from leading 
publishers simultaneously, online. You can search the entire library in a matter of seconds to 
pinpoint precisely the piece of information or code fragment you need. Users can even filter 
searches to include "code fragments only." Safari Tech Books Online is also a great compliment to 
print books on a physical bookshelf. It's great that the books have indexes, but the index to one 
book can't remind you that the example you're trying to recall is actually in another. Safari's multi-
book search will find the book you need. You can then use that book in printed form, online, or 
both. 
Which publishers can I find on Safari?
Safari Books Online, LLC is a joint venture between two leading-technology publishers, O'Reilly & 
Associates and The Pearson Technology Group. Because Safari is publisher backed, Safari gives 
users first-hand access to the latest and greatest titles from O'Reilly and from Pearson's powerful 
collection of imprints which include: Addison-Wesley Professional, Adobe Press, Cisco Press, 
Macromedia Press, New Riders, Peachpit Press, Prentice Hall PTR, Sun Microsystems Press, Que, 
and Sams. Microsoft Press titles are also available in Safari. Often new titles appear in Safari even 
before they appear in print, helping you stay ahead of the technology curve.  
 
 
Navigating Safari 
Users can access the information in Safari in one of three ways: Search, Browse by Category, or 
Find a Specific Book. 
 

• Searching Safari 
When you need to quickly pinpoint information on a particular subject, search by typing in key 
words using the Search function. You may search on a key word, such as "ip chains". In an instant 
you'll see every relevant section of every book in the library. The default view for all search results is 
View by Book. This view lists all books matching your search string, ranked in order from most 



 

relevant to least relevant. Under the column header Most Relevant Sections, Safari also ranks the 
relevancy of the sections within each book, helping you to further isolate the piece of information 
you are seeking. 
From there you can either click on the search result itself to zero in on the exact section that you 
need or, click on a book for a link to the table of contents. If you choose to, click on any item in 
the table of contents or relevant section and start reading. Read books from cover to cover or 
simply flip to the page you need.  
 

 
 
 

• Navigating the search page:  
There are a number of ways you can navigate the View by Book search results page including the 
ability to: 
• Re-sort the search results by any column that has a pair of arrowheads in the header. A red 
arrow above a column shows the current sort order.  
• Navigate the complete search list by using the Previous and Next buttons, or by page numbers.  
• Click on Show Book Covers, directly to the right of View By Book, to display thumbnail graphics 
of each book cover. Afterwards, clicking on Hide Book Covers will show the regular search results, 
without the thumbnail graphics of the book covers.  
 
 

• Drilling down into search results 
To drill deeper into your list of search results, click on one of the sections under Most Relevant 
Sections. This will take you right into the specific section that contains your search hit. (Note that 
clicking on the book cover or title of a book will take you to the Catalog Page.) 



 

 
 
When you click on a section you see the entire text of that section from start to finish. Graphical 
elements inline with the text, just like the printed version of the book. The table of contents is listed 
on the left hand navigation bar making it easy to track your whereabouts in the book. Search terms
are highlighted in red throughout the text. 
 

 
Tip: Safari retains your previous search queries under My Recent Searches for the duration of your 
current session. 
 
For those who prefer to view their search results ranked by the most relevant sections – regardless 
of which book the section falls in – click on View by Section. This view shows the sections of each 
book that matched your search string along with a few lines of sample text from that section. 
Results are formatted in five columns: Chapter/Section, Relevancy, Book Title, Publisher, and Pub 
Date. 
Drill down into your search results by either clicking on the link after > Section: in the 
Chapter/Section column, or by clicking on the More... link at the end of the search sample. If the 
book is not part of your bookshelf, you will see a button titled Add to My Bookshelf, which will 
make the book part of your subscription. 



 

 
 

• Conducting advanced searches 
Safari also offers the ability to filter searches to find exactly the piece of information you need. With 
advanced search you can conduct complex searches such as find books "with the words CCNA in 
the title" by Cisco Press between 2000 and 2003.  
 

 
 

• Understanding Safari search results 
Here are some sample Safari searches: 
mod_perl 
Finds all sections, in all books, that mention mod_perl. 
mod_perl apache configuration  
This query automatically searches for all words in each section. In other words, Safari supports 



 

proximity search, and does this by default. So this search finds all sections in which the terms 
"mod_perl," "apache", and "configuration" occur in close proximity.  
mod_perl "apache configuration"  
This query automatically finds all sections where the term "mod_perl" occurs near the exact phrase 
"apache configuration." When you know you're looking for an exact phrase, quotes make the 
search more precise.  
"Net::LDAP" 
When a term contains special characters, quote the entire term for most precise results. 
Browsing by category 
Use the Browse by Category sidebar for to look for books by category and subcategory. The plus 
sign [+] will expand a category and show its subcategories. The minus sign [-] will collapse a 
category. By selecting a category, Safari supplies a List View of all titles within that category.  
Some of the main categories have sub-categories that let you quickly drill down to the specific 
topic you are seeking. Once you have found the specific category or sub-category that you want, 
click on it and you will see a List View of all of the books under that category in a table format with 
five columns: Title, Date Added to Safari, Publisher, Pub Date and Bookshelf. 
 

 
Selecting table of contents from a title listing will show the book's complete table of contents in the 
document pane and its sidebar Table of Contents box.  
Selecting the title of a book will show the Catalog Page in the document pane and its sidebar 
Table of Contents. From any Catalog Page, you can: 
• View the book's complete table of contents to navigate to a specific section.  
• View the book's index and navigate into the book. 
• Select Add to My Bookshelf to add the book to your subscription, or to begin a subscription (for 
individual access). 
• Click the Buy Print Version link to order a print copy from the publisher.  
• Find examples (when applicable).  



 

• Read a summary about the book.  
• Read about the authors.  

 
 

• Finding a specific book 
The feature Find a Specific Book allows searching on the basis of words in the title, subject 
category, author's name, ISBN (International Standard Book Number), year published, and/or 
publisher's name.  
 
Tip: Narrow search results by entering search terms in multiple fields.  

 
 
 
 



 

• Using the table of contents sidebar  
Starting with a specific section from a search or from a book's Catalog Page, the book's Table of 
Contents box will appear in the sidebar. By selecting a plus sign [+], Safari will jump to first page 
within that book's section or subsection. Then, selecting a subsection will focus on that specific 
page within the document pane. The minus sign [-] will collapse a section, returning to the first 
page of that section. Use the table of contents in this way to skip directly to other sections in the 
current chapter, or to explore other chapters.  
As you navigate through a book, Safari expands and collapses the book's sections and 
subsections, displaying the current location within the book.  
 

 
To navigate other books return to your Desktop (My Safari), or search for more books by using 
Search, Browse by Category, or Find a Specific Book.  
Note: In Safari the smallest unit of content is a section, which can comprise of part of a printed 
page or a number of printed pages.  
Personalizing Safari desktop  
Safari subscribers have access to personalized functions from the My Safari desktop page. If you 
are accessing Safari Tech Books Online from public terminals in a library, you share these desktop 
features. While you may use the features including a personal Bookshelf, Recent Searches, Recent 
Pages, Notes, and Bookmarks during your session, the information is no longer stored after your 



 

session ends.  
 

Each of these functions can also be accessed from banner links showing more detailed 
information.  

 
 
 



 

Currently available titles for the Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Bremen: 
 
Computer Networks, Fourth Edition 
Pocket PC Game Programming: Using the Windows ™ CE Game API  
Wi-Foo: The Secrets of Wireless Hacking 
SVG Unleashed 
UNIX® Network Programming Volume 1, Third Edition: The Sockets Networking API 
C++ in a Nutshell 
Advanced JAVA Networking 
Mastering Algorithms with C 
Absolute Beginner's Guide to Programming, Second Edition 
High Performance Linux Clusters with OSCAR, Rocks, OpenMosix, and MPI 
Java Network Programming, 3rd Edition 
J2ME ™  
Unified Modeling Language User Guide, The 
AI for Game Developers 
C++ XML 
Core Techniques and Algorithms in Game Programming 
Advanced CORBA® Programming with C++ 
How Secure Is Your Wireless Network? Safeguarding Your Wi-Fi LAN 
Cascading Style Sheets: The Definitive Guide, 2nd Edition 
Software Project Management in Practice 
Eclipse 
AI Game Development: Synthetic Creatures with Learning and Reactive Behaviors 
JXTA in a Nutshell 
Cocoon: Building XML Applications 
Information Architecture for the World Wide Web, 2nd Edition 
Understanding the Linux Kernel 
Advanced UNIX Programming 
Java Database Best Practices 
Writing Secure Code 
.NET Framework Essentials 
Windows NT TCP/IP Network Administration 
IPv6 Essentials 
Designing Embedded Hardware 
Mac OS® X Advanced Development Techniques 
Analog Electronics with LabVIEW® 
Software Architecture in Practice, Second Edition 
 


